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Science and I 
the unknown 

P rivate citizens who have reported 
T !fQ eigb•inga to giJvernment of­
ficials sometime complain of se­

crecy,.fruetration and laughter. 
Floyd Petri founded the Center for 

Instrumented UFO Research in Baa­
trop in part to circumvent such bu­
reaucratic hu.les. 

"Our purpoee ia to confirm the exis­
tence or nonniatence of the UFO by 
scientific m-," aaid Petri, a retired 
police chief. 

"Before orpniutiona such u thia 
m.ted, an iDdiYidua1 wa nothinJ . 
more than a UFO buff or a witn-. "'• · 
Often, after people made a ~rt to 
the authoritiee, that wu the Jut they 
heard of it. Any phyaical evidence they 
offered went up in amoke." · 

Petrl uicl tbitO-yeu-old centA.r ia . 1-
accumulatiDg-equipment and penon- • 
ncl to set up 1 monitoring station and 
a field vnit, probably in a van. Both 
will be equipped with deviceR such as 
radar, mqn.um.etera, cameru. video 
equipment, rlldiaUon and sound detec­
tivn equipment. and chart !I!Cordera. 

"There an many Americans who 
are fundiDc thil kind of rwearch right 
out or their own pocbta," M uid. 
"Juat lib theN an people who spend 
thOUIII!d. of doUart 1 year fiahq. 
Thia il my hobby. Thia la where my ' 
money pa.. 'l'1lere al.a have been do­
natlona and beaer.cton intereeted in 
our reeean:h." 

The ldetldftc mmumentation -
much of which the c:enter owns -
IOUDda imp,...._ But tome of tha 
IIIORlruHful ~ - mnmn, 
IO'f'ermneDt doc:umeDta pertainiq to 

• UPOI - .._. tbe UFO in· 
~to-

Jlllli1. . 
'"Tbe ......._ oliDformatioD Act il 

ODI of tbe .uc.t tbfDp that ever hap­
pened to 01," Pwtri llid. "There il a 
woricl of infCIIIIMdcm in the banda of 
governmat mcl iDdividuala. If it Wll 

gathered, .tudied and dilaeminated 
properly, the information would abed 
some liJbt on the UFO enigma. Many 
groupa are tryinr to do that now." 

Petri'• cqani&ation ia intereated m 
investigating auapected landing sites 
and trace materiab from all kinds of 
encounten - from cattle mutilations 
to indentations thought to be made by 
BBUCer landing poda. And the center ia 
involved in ~he computer enhance-
ment of photos showin!; UFOs to de­
termine their validity. 

UFO abduction cues also draw the 
center'a attention if there 's eVJdence in 
addition to an abductee's account. 

Petri a1ao .ervea as state section di­
rector of Butrop and Travis counties 
for the Mutual UFO Network. 

The center and MUFON work to­
(rl!ther to train UFO inveatigatora, dia­
cusa caaea and plan field trips for 
investiptiona. Joint meetings are un­
der the acronym PULSE - Project 
UFO IAndinp., Sighting-a and En­
counten - 10 the two organizations 
can maintain aeperate identities. 

"The goala are to sblll'l! information 
and ferret out bed, distorted informa­
tion." Petri aakl "So the orp.nizationa 
don't mind communicating." 

Tm memben are training to be 
field investiptora. Three have been 
trained. Moo are professional people 
with lkilla such u photography, com­
putera, lepl invemcation and 
medicine. 

Membership ia by Invitation. The 
center aeeu people with profelllional 
e:rpertiee that could be of use in UFO 
investiptiona. Though it costa noth­
inc to join, members muat subscribe to 
the MUFON UFO JournaL 

"We're not here to make converte 
but to collect evidence," Petri aaid. 

For information on tM Cenur for 
T~ UFO Ruearch, wriU to 

I Bos JBOK, &»trop 78602 or col 
- 1-6919 in &.11-op. 

UFOs showing up 
in closer encounters 
Stories by Carlo& Vidal Greth 
Illustration by Sharon Kilday 

Amerlcan-Stateeman Staff 

The t rend started several years ago, 
when a number of books were published 
detailing stories of abductions by extrater­
restrial creatures, m "st notably Intruders 
by Budd Hopkins and Communion by 

H 
umans have alway~ gazed won- Whitley Strieber. 
deringly at the heavens, strug- The best-selling volumes prompted a 
gling to understand unexpect- storm of reports from people who thought 
ed changes of scenery and they, too, had been visited or kidnapped 

casting in the galactic play being produced by aliens. Eerily, many of the accounts 
overhead. shared certain characteristics, such as: 

Traditionally, most reports of unidenti- • Missing time, where folks can't recall 
tied flying objects were these kind of dis- what occurred during a period of hours or 
tant encounters observed from below, days -except when put under hypnosis; 

\Illually explainable as manmade or na- • Interbreeding of human 'and alien 
tural phenomena. species, involving artificial insemination 

At 8:10 p .m. on Jan. 20, for example, or long-term genetic studies; 
hundreds of Texans witnessed a spectacu- • Physical exams, some indicating a 
lar fireball streak acrou the sky. The ob- positively inhuman absence of bedside 
ject turned out to be a Soviet rocket body manner on the part of alien "physicians." 

that officials had expected to re-enter the • Short, slight visitors with almond 
atmosphere. eyes or robotlike creatures that can be 

But lately, UFO encounters have moved kindly, cruel or dispassionately curious. 
much closer to home. They have migrated No one can say for sure whether the 

::b.":::-: .. ';'.,~~'::; ~;:;.'h.~::;.m the~ j"' «cent UFO on<ounto;.:~; 
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Strangers_ 
in the night 

T he ctUJe of GWt>n, who M· 
lieves &M WCUJ - and con­
tin~Us to ~ - llidnap~ 

by ertraterrestnaU conductmg 
mysur10w upenmmu, i. typical 
of UFO abduction reportl that 
have been made public. And l~ 
many •elf-ducribed abducteu, 
1he prefers to remain anonymou~ 
for fear that her Mighbors ITI4)' 

turn out to be lnl untkrstanding 
than the alien. she 111.1pecU e:x­
amined lwr durint tM night. 

Here i. the way .M rernc-rnben 
Mr nu:ormurs: 

Tbinphaftbappeedto­
all my Ufe that I couldb't nplaiD.. 
My pu-enta said it wu the r.lh 
of my artiatic imqtnation. 

My dad worked in aeroapece, 
but I remember beiDc unim­
preued with hia work. I bad thia 
feeJiq that I bad ~ beeD in 
space and that we could alreedy 
travel to the atan. 

The ;rummer ol 1968, wheo I 
graduated from hiP achool, wu 
the fint time I uw a UFO. I Wlli 
aittinJ in the front yard with a 
friand. A bri&ht, coJdeD object 
awooebed acrou the horison. we 
were Hvinl in Midland .a you 
could aee a lot oC horisoa. It 
stopped OD a dime, then poo/f it 
wugone. 

Soon afterward I had a ...I 
stroll( time-lapae eveat. 

My boyfriend'• puenta bed re­
tired to Ruidoeo, N.M. In June, I 
went to viait him. It wa about an 
hour'1 drive from their ~ iD 

the airport ... ~ ...... ' 
w •. Jeft two biiun befon the 

plme 11'11 to tab .. Tbe IIIMd 
limit waa 70 miW an hour. 'rbat 
ahouJd have -"- Ul plaDty ol 
time to pt then. We were track· 
inJ IICl'OII8 the deaert when my 
boyfriend looked at hie -tch IDCi 
said, ''Thia la impoelible." 

He had been drivinc like a bet 
out oC bell, buhriRIII - p to 
the airport the plane wu t.u:iill( 
out on the runway. I could never 
explain what happened to that 
hour and a half of l011t time. 

On another occuion when my 
family lived in Tulu, I woke up 
in the middle of the night and 
saw this being standing at the 
foot o{ my bed. It had red eyea 
and wore a black cloak. It wu ro­
botic, but not compl~ly - it 
was mostly a bionic-type being. {t 
had a silver, poliahed dome head. 

I lay there for about 16 miDutea 
looking at thia thing, wonderi.ll(, 
"What the bell's going on?" I 
cloaed my eyes and prayed. "Dear 
God, please let me undentand 
what's happening here." When I 
opened my eyee, it wu gone. 

I learned about much of thia 
event in a hypnotic regresaion 
conducted by an AUitin paycho­
therapiat. It would have made a 
really great acience-fiction movie. 

One night, I bought the book 
Communion and couldn't put it 
down. I realized that what he wa 
talking about bed been bappenin( 
to me all my lite. The hair atood 
up on the back of my neck. 

fve a1ao become aware oC a 
mother ship in the m,ht. I don't 
know how I know what it ia, but 
most of the time it appean In the 
eutern sky. It puilates from blue 
to white to oranp-red, aometimee 
very rapidly. 

If .ameone bad told me two 
yean qo that thil would be hap­
pening to me, I would have 
backed away from that penon. 

I have trouble talkill( to human 
beinp aometimea. How could I be 
talking to ertraterreatriala? 

'(_ ;~-



;;~em--:~-~ 69' · Belief Ui tJFOs · cbrt.es: in several fonns 
(- I . 
~lion account~ represent. the early · ' ' ' • · " ~ 
·: warning •icn• of an alien invu ion n' espite t he shortage of h ard evidence. percent of believers fa ll into this ca tegory. 
:• o r the tabloid-inspired product~ a G allup poll reveals that 68 'percent • Hypothesizer: a walking _library of CFO 
• of fevered imacinationa. of Americana bflieve UFOs exist. lore who can reproduce p ractically any 

But for many, the abduction And it see ms that t hoae who t hin k there is close-encounter case ve rbatim . :May be re-
upenence u charged with apiri - intelligent life out there have the odds on • luctant to engage in free thinking. tual overtone~ . Hard evidence, of 
coune, takes a back seat to faith their s ide. Car! Sagan. an astronomer who • Analyzer: a person wbo re11ists making 

• in 1uch an environment. One of doesn 't be lieve aliens have vis ited Earth, snap judgment. or hypotheses that can 't be 
the mott common command- hypothesizes that in the !1.1ilky W ay galaxy proven. concentrating on presEnting the 

_menta it; Thou shalt not fow thy alone t here could be a million planets that facts he observes in a log1cal. cpherent ·man-
planet With pollution and rma- m1ght be able to ; upport h fe. ner . The perfect GFO detew vc:. as de-
hlents, becaU!Ie the v1sitors won't Believers and disbeliever fall m t o four ~cnbed in the MUFON F~elli. lrwestigacor's 
stand for it. ba ic types, s!lld \1ichael R1gg. who works ManuaL l 

Gienda Richmond of Austin, fo r the M utual L'FO N etwork in Indiana: • Reiector: a close cousm of the blind ac-who aaid she has had several • ,.~_ 
close encounters, thinb that the • Blind acceptor: a UFO watcher who { c~ptor, ~e refuse~ to acknowle"'tte any scien-
en raterrestriala are contacting a will not chan ge his mind and cannot be ufic ba s1s for senous l.JFO study and may J 
wide range of people. swayed no mat ter what evidence IS present- ~ go to cons1derab~e lengths to d!l>unk re· "l 

" In order for there to be change ed. Un fortun a tely, Rigg said. more than 85 l searc_ h and eyewitness accc.unt~ \ • 
in consciousness, you can't juat "'- f 
change the leadera," aaid Rich- , 

1 
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mond. a computer programmer. "The only way you can accow~t Aaaociation in AUitin, paneliata one of ua," abe ¥ 'd. "He bad a 
"That'• why the ....Uitora don't for th- report& on a peycbologi- and audience me.mbeft ahared the silver aura with etallic dust." 
chooee only people of power and ca1 baaia ia that the people are thrilla, chilli and ,Ccasional trau- Panel modera r Elaine lre-
potition." achizophrenic, pathological tiara ma that extratel)Mtriala repor- land, a psychic der, recalled a 

She aaid that the covemmenta or have a rare form of hysteria tedly induce in the they visit. 'UFO experience e had while 
of the world are conapirinc to coupled with memory lapses. But Guest speaker Juanita Deering viaiting the anciebt Mayan ruins 
keep citizens from knowing the the people I interviewed are none told how she was once able to of Palenque. Mezico. She went to 
truth about the aliena. of these. identify an extratll'restrial by an- the village last year for the Har-

"They are supposed to protect "I don't !mow if tht:re are alyzing his aura, the multi-hued monic Converge!ICe, a worldwide 
ua but can't. So they are afraid tc aliens, if the abductees have been energy field aome~ple believe New Age event that was supposed 
tell ua what they know. I'm not physically moved or if they have surrounds living btings. tc inaugurate a different era of 
paranoid. But the people who re<"eived Y->me kind of _te!ep_athic I "The man was feiinitely not conaciousn~. 
iead ua don't always have the imagery. But I rather UilJiillle .._ Lr:-=-=;;;_ ___ -.~_.__ _______ _ 
public's best interest in mind." there has been some !rind of .l 

Richmond said her moat mem- contact." 
arable encounter came when she Though Overlade, who adminia-
wu 12 and vi.itinc her lf&Dd· tered many hours of ltandard 
mother'a houae in rural Dlinoia. peycholoJical testa to hia inter-
She rec:alled that thouah the sec- viewees, haa begun to accept the 
ond-ltoty ~m over!ooked a po11ibility of extraterrestrial via-
20-foot-deep ravme, an mtenae ita, many scientists remain 
beam of li&ht suddenly ahot unconvinced. 
throuah the window and couraed Harlan Smith, director of the 
up and down her body. Univeraity of Texu McDonald 

"I believe it wu an intelliaent Obeervatoty near Fort Davia, aaid 
probe,"' ahe aaid. "It was meuur- he triM to keep an open mind 
ing aomething indefinable ill me. while awaitinc the preaentation of 
It alao pve me information that I eolid evideDCe. 
would be able to UN later· • "I wouJd welcome aome excit-

Ric:hmoDd, more curioua than iDc tlue event iDvoMnc UF0a." 
afraid, went to the wiDdaw, where sm'ith aaicl. "fm interested in the 
ahe Mid abe aaw a_ apacecraft .with pouibili_ty QU~terrestriallife." 
~ oranp ud an'denpd * •~eiilld t!Wt thouch he hu Ud 
lilbta. .. three UFO uperieD<a, a little re-

.. 1 told my crandmother the search enabled him tc identify all 
uext mornin&, and ahe aaid it wu of them u natural or manmade 
juat a dream. My family, who al- phenomena. ,. 
~ thou&ht I was ~ str:ance. Smith, however, has little pa-
child, told ~e J ha; JUit unagmed tience with reported UFO kidnap-
or dre~ed tt. . pings and alien encounten. 

But R1chmond never doubted rt "The abductions are the stuff 
wu real. of National Enquirer," the u -

''1 had been a blissfully igno- t ronomer aaid. "There has never 
rant child. Several days after the been any proof that would hold 
~itation I be~an to chaqe. I de- up in a court of la'w. 
~ed I was 1?1Dg to &et an educa- "It ia far euier tc conclude 
tlon and be ~erent from the that we're dealing with the credu-
~t of my familx. I became aoal· iity of the public. It ia easier to 
onentecl." conclude that we're deali~ with 

Many J*>ple •ho report UFO the ciMire of- illdivlcliala to 
encount.era. ,bow~v~ ·• ~e~.· ..- • • _...-.~ 
negative experiences that haunted Lewis Branacomb. former chief 
their lives in conscious and sub- ecientist with IBM. aleo has 
con&eioua wsya. 1 &eoffed at UFOiogy and its ex-

"1 find it appallin1 there aren 't ceases: "The stronger tht> incen-
more support croups for people tive tc di&eover, the greater the 
who have bed UFO encount'!l'!l," temptation to let down one's 
Richmond aaid. "Whether these cuard-" 
phenomena are authentic or uot, The "guard" - call it rational 
people feel they are real. There- or scientific inquiry - often 
fore, we showd be able to treat comes down at UFO conferences, 
it." particularly those aaaociated with 

Dan Overlade, a clinical psy- New Age and psychic phenomena. 
chologist in Penucola, Fla., who Conference participants, for the 
hu conducted hypnoeis session~ moet part, accept u givens that 
with half a dozen people reportUll tJFOs exist and that ertratl'rre'!-
close encountera, alao thinka it'• tritJs often drop in unannounced. 
time to provide help. Common tcpics of di!ICUssion in-

But before that can happen, elude ~ns and behav-
Overlade said, there muat be a • ..,.. lOT O( alien abducton and coping 
change in the way IIJCh victims with "poat-abduction syndromP.." 
are perceived by the ~ealth and At a recent event sponsored by 
social !ICience profe1110D8. tht Central Texas Parapsychology ~ 

"When one gentleman who r-=- , 
thought he had an abduction tolcr -
people about it, he was institu-
t ionalized briefly and put on 
Thorazine," he aaid. " It waa con-
sidered ipso facto proof of 
inlWlit' . 

- · 

Uverl~de . past president ~f . 
Florida Psychological AS!'OCiatu~;; : 
recently agreed to act aoa cons 
tant for the Mutual ~mber in · 
Network. The 2·0?0~~n based in 
ternatio?al or~anlZil UFO cues in 

egum. mveattptel . 'cal man 
the most careful. empm -
ner it can muater. . I ed with 

"One reuon 1 got mvo v 
MUFON •• to help make 

. ala ware that there are 
profeaston tha ho are experi· 
vict~ms out u!:U:tic streae d.i.a-

• endmg ~~ tc that experienced 
~ :!~Vietnam veterans. real 
Whether their encounter~~ " 
or imagined. they are su e~ng. 

Fortunately. Overladertl&ld. ps 
some citiet1 have ~ tefiilieir 
where pe~ple. can !''ortable 
UFO etonea m couu· 
environment&. . 

The phenome::·:= :f 
misunderatood. 

• ita causes relatively new. . the 
"We're 11'adually escapmg d 

... kind of attitude ~bat_ woul~w a 
competen~ psyc~at~~tc;or mak· 
someone m the ~bverlade said. "- ing such a report. __ _ 

"l) 

. ' 

"Five UFOs were dancing in 
the sky overhead," Ireland said. 
"They made no attempt 1.(. hide. 
It was like the Thunderbirds (the 
V . . Air Force aerobatic team). 
T i.e} were try;ng to entert.ain us 

" I've had a p;;ychic impression 
that in the mid-1990~. some pub­
lic manifestatiOn 'A-ill occur. I'm 
hopmg that as a race wt>'ll be aJ . 
!owed to learn from them." 

Waiter Andrus. international 
director of MUFON in Segum. 
also is interested in UFO abduc· 
tion cases . though he is more se­
lective than many UFO!ogists 
about the credibility of the 
witnesses. 

"We stay away from the New 
Age folks,' ' he said. "No chan­
nelers ortychics. We deal in 
BCit:ntifac eta. 

' ·We're lking about credible, 
professio l people whose reputa­
tions are yond reproach. And 
we dt.>n't ork with people who 
have histaies of alcohol and drug 
abu~e . Tbtre are tOo many legiti­
~te people tc talk to." 

Andrus •aid there are more 
p,. '.lple contacting him with suspi­
cions or reporta of UFO abduc­
t iomo than there are qualified 

professionals willing tc administer 
hypnosis. The psychological tech­
nique is used to explore the sub­
ject's often submerged 
recollections of an encounter. 

"One day last week three peo­
ple called me with abduction re- -
porta ," he sa1d. ''There's a lot of 
ment to some of their claims. 
That's one reason (abduction ex­
pert ) wnter Budd Hopkins is on 
our stafr.-

Andrus, who has witnessed a 
number of hypnotic regressions, 
said the expenences moved bun. 

"People reliving a real abduc­
tion expenence often cry and 
moan. It is t raumatic. There are . 
many promising cases. They just 
have to be son.ed out. We go in 
with our eyes wide open." 

"Peraonal UFO Ex~mnca," • 
paMl ducussion tpoTUOred hy tlw 
Central Te:xa.s Parap8ychoUJgy Aa­
sociation, w1U be at 7:30p.m. Feb. 
3 at the Austin Marriott, U.S. 
290 at lnt£'rsta te :~.5 . For informa­
tion, call 331-9593. 

For in fo rmation on the Mutual 
UFO Network, write to Muw•· 
I 03 OldtOWIU! Road, se,,_;. 
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